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as the State is in the world, as morality is in the world,
a fact of the same order and greatness. Like these
it has to make its account with the "all-dissolving"
assaults of human thought. Like these it has to
prove itself by living, and it does do so. In all its
infinite influences and ministries, in infinite degrees
and variations, it is the public source of light and
good and hope. If there are select and aristocratic
souls who can do without it, or owe it nothing, the
multitude of us cannot And the Christian Church
is founded on a definite historic fact, that Jesus Christ
who was crucified rose from the dead; and, coming
from such an author, it comes to us, bringing with it
the Bible. The fault of a book like Robert Elsmere
is that it is written with a deliberate ignoring that
these two points are not merely important, but
absolutely fundamental, in the problems with which
it deals. With these not faced and settled it is like
looking out at a prospect through a window of which
all the glass is ribbed and twisted, distorting every-
thing. It may be that even yet we imperfectly under-
stand our wondrous Bible. It may be that we have
yet much to learn about it. It may be that there is
much that is very difficult about it. Let us reverently
and fearlessly learn all we can about it. Let us take
care not to misuse it, as it has been terribly misused.
But coming to us from the company and with the
sanction of Christ risen, it never can be merely like
other books. A so-called Christianity, ignoring or
playing with Christ's resurrection, and using the Bible